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Presented by Councillor Laurence Dryden, Chair of the Parish Council
It is with great pride that I present this annual report, reflecting on the work and achievements of Little Hoole Parish Council during the year 2024/2025. This has been a year marked by meaningful progress, strong community collaboration, and continued commitment to improving life in our parish.
Recurring Projects
Our ongoing projects remain at the heart of our commitment to the local community:
· Summer Planting: Despite early challenges with watering during the warmer months, we are pleased that the summer planting concluded with a successful and vibrant display. Thanks are due to all involved for their perseverance and care.
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· Summer Activities: Once again, the summer events, including the climbing wall and bouncy castles, were met with enthusiasm. Although one event was unfortunately cancelled due to poor weather, the programme remained a popular fixture in our calendar.
· Remembrance Day: This year's commemorations were enhanced by the addition of extra poppies on the lampposts. These were well received by residents and set a new standard that we aim to uphold and build upon in future years.
· Christmas Tree and Lights: Unfortunately, this year’s festive display fell short of expectations. Several lights were not working, and the tree itself was quite slim. The Council has taken this feedback on board and is committed to delivering a more impressive display in Christmas 2025.
Unique Projects in 2024/2025
This year also saw a number of new initiatives which have added value to the parish:
· Dob Lane Orchard Project: In partnership with Lancashire County Council and South Ribble Borough Council, we planted 12 mixed fruit trees on Dob Lane Recreation Ground. This new orchard will provide a green space that can be enjoyed by residents for generations to come.[image: ]
· New Zip Line Installation: The addition of a zip line to the children’s playground was enthusiastically received and has significantly enhanced the play facilities in the village.
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· Mill Pond Restoration at Old Mill Court: Working with residents, the Parish Council supported the preservation of the mill pond by clearing and tidying the area, as well as installing a pump to maintain water quality. Progress Housing has since guaranteed the preservation of the pond, ensuring it remains a treasured feature for the village.
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· Parish Council Logo: This year also marked the formal adoption of a Parish Council logo, providing a stronger visual identity for our work.
Support and Grants
Our commitment to supporting local organisations and residents has continued through various grants and assistance:
· We assisted Little Hoole Primary School PTA in raising funds for repainting the school yard markings and made a financial contribution to support the project.
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· A memorial tree was planted to replace one that had sadly perished. We were honoured to assist the resident in ensuring the memory of their loved one lives on.
· A grant was provided to Much Hoole Bowling Club, supporting the replacement of their fine turf mower in collaboration with Much Hoole Parish Council.
· The Parish Council aided Walmer Bridge Village Hall in replacing two large marquees, which are essential for fundraising events. These new marquees are durable and are expected to serve the community well for many years.
· We supplied 440 reflective tags for pupils at Little Hoole Primary School, ensuring each child received two to help improve visibility and safety.
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· A new set of shears was provided to Paul Cocker, who continues to volunteer to maintain our public footpaths with great dedication.
· We supported a local resident in addressing planning concerns about potential development on a plot of land adjacent to their property.

Transport and Connectivity
One of our long-standing aspirations has been the establishment of a cross-borough bus route. We are delighted to report that this has now come to fruition:
· Route 115 – Preston–Leyland–Chorley: The introduction of this new route marks a significant milestone for our community, connecting residents with key services such as South Ribble Borough Council offices and Chorley Hospital. To ensure all households were aware, the Parish Council hand-delivered printed timetables to every residence in the parish.

In conclusion, 2024/2025 has been a year of visible progress, constructive partnerships, and community spirit. I wish to extend my heartfelt thanks to all Parish Councillors, volunteers, and residents who have contributed to these achievements. As we look ahead, we remain focused on building a stronger, more vibrant Little Hoole for everyone.
Cllr Laurence Dryden
Chair, Little Hoole Parish Council
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